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NON-EXEMPT 

EAST HAMPSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL 

 

Planning Policy Committee                 6 April 2022 

The East Hampshire District Statement of Community Involvement. 

 

FOR DECISION 

 

Portfolio Holder: Angela Glass 

Key Decision: No 

Report Number: [EHDC/058/2022]  

1. Purpose 

1.1. This report is submitted to the Planning Policy Committee for onward 

recommendation to Full Council. 

1.2. The purpose of the report is to present to Councillors the revised Statement of 

Community Involvement (SCI) which has been prepared by officers in line with 

statutory requirements. 

2. Recommendation 

2.1. Members are requested to: 

a. Note the content of the Consultation Statement (Appendix 2 of this report) 

b. Note the content of the revised Statement of Community Involvement 

(Appendix 1 to this report) and recommend to Council that the SCI is 

adopted with immediate effect.  

3. Executive Summary 

3.1. The report and accompanying appendices set out a summary of the comments 

received during the six-week public consultation on the Draft Statement of 

Community Involvement, which closed on the 2 February 2022. 
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3.2. The Council is required to prepare a Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) 

setting out how local communities, businesses and other interested groups can be 

involved when we prepare our planning policies and determine planning 

applications. The Councils current SCI was adopted in July 2018 and since this 

time, new digital approaches to public consultation have emerged and gained 

traction as a result of the Covid-19 Pandemic. The Council has therefore revised 

the SCI to take account of such new approaches and how it intends to utilise them 

in the preparation of Local Development Documents such as the Local Plan.  

3.3. The purpose of the SCI is to set out how people and groups can engage with the 

planning system in the best way by setting out how the public, businesses and 

interest groups within East Hampshire District can get involved in the creation of 

local planning policy, neighbourhood planning and the planning application 

decision making process. 

 

4. Additional Budgetary Implications  

4.1. None 

5. Background and relationship to Corporate Strategy and/or Business Plans 

5.1. The preparation of a SCI is a legal requirement of the Planning and Compulsory 

Purchase Act 2004 (section 18) as amended by the Planning Act 2008, the 

associated Town and Country Planning (Local Planning) (England) Regulations 

2012 (as amended), the Localism Act 2011 and the Neighbourhood Planning Act 

2017. This legislation requires the Local Planning Authority (in this case the 

Council) to prepare a statement for how it will involve those with an interest in 

development in the area, including the preparation and review of the Local Plan 

and Supplementary Planning Documents, Neighbourhood Plans/Orders, 

Community Infrastructure Levy and the consideration of planning applications. It is 

also a requirement to update the SCI every five years. 
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5.2. The SCI has been updated to provide more up to date guidance on how the 

Council will engage with the community on planning matters, including those that 

are statutory requirements set out in planning legislation and those that are 

additional notification / consultation methods that the Council may use.  

5.3. The SCI provides more information on the statutory stages of producing specific 

planning documents to clearly identify how people and organisations can get 

involved at these specific stages 

5.4. Following approval by the Planning Policy Committee on 20 December 2021, a 

draft of the SCI was subject to a 6-week public consultation between 22 

December and 2 February. 

5.5. During the public consultation period a total of 12 responses were received, and 

these are detailed in the Consultation Statement (Appendix 2). Of the responses, 

6 had no comments to make. The responses received have been considered by 

planning officers and amendments made to the SCI (Appendix 1) where 

necessary. 

5.6. The delivery and implementation of the Planning Service and its policy and 

development management functions contributes towards all of the Council’s Key 

Priorities. The SCI is a critical part of the Council’s commitment to the community. 

Upon adoption, the SCI (2021) will supersede the current SCI that was adopted in 

2018. 

6. Options considered 

6.1. The options considered are as follows: 

6.2. Option 1: Do nothing – maintain the SCI 2018 

6.3. This option is not recommended by officers on the basis that the Council has a 

statutory obligation to keep an up-to-date SCI and to prepare Local Development 

Documents in conformity with their adopted SCI.  

6.4. Option 2: revise and update the SCI  
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6.5. This is the only option that enables the Council to meet its statutory obligations 

and support the preparation of a new Local Plan utilising the fullest range of 

approaches to public consultation. 

7. Resource Implications 

7.1. Financial Implications 

 

7.2. There are no direct resource implications. Costs will be met within existing 

resources and budgets. 

7.3. Human Resources Implications 

There are no additional human resource implications of this recommendation. 

7.4. Information Governance Implications 

7.5. This proposal does not involve the use of personal identifiable information/data 

and/or personal sensitive or confidential information/data. 

7.6. Links to Shaping our Future Programme 

7.7. There are no links to the Shaping our Future Programme. This is business as 

usual activity in line with statutory requirements. 

  

7.8. Other resource implications 

7.9. None 

Section 151 Officer comments 

Date: 22 March 2022 

No additional financial implications identified. 

Shaping our Future Lead comments/sign-off 

Date: 17 March 2022 

N/A 
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8. Legal Implications 

8.1. There are legal issues to consider in progressing the SCI towards adoption, in 

relation to satisfying the necessary regulations. The preparation of a SCI is a legal 

requirement of the the Planning Act 2008, Planning and Compulsory Purchase 

Act 2004 (as amended), the associated Town and Country Planning (Local 

Planning) (England) Regulations 2012 (as amended), the Localism Act 2011 and 

the Neighbourhood Planning Act 2017. 

 

9. Risks 

9.1. Having an up-to-date SCI is a requirement for the Planning Service and ensures 

engagement is being undertaken in accordance with legislative requirements and 

good practice. 

9.2. Option 1 – Do nothing, leaves the Council with the SCI that was adopted in 2018 

which does not take into account the more modern digital approaches that can be 

utilised for public consultation. The new Local Plan must be prepared in 

conformity with the Council’s adopted SCI. If the SCI becomes dated there is a 

risk that the Local Plan when at Examination in Public will not be legally 

compliant. 

9.3. There are no identified risks associated with Option 2. 

Deputy Monitoring Officer comments 

Date: 17 March 2022 

As stated in the report, Section 18 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 

requires local planning authorities to produce a Statement of Community Involvement, 

which should explain how they will engage local communities and other interested 

parties in producing their Local Plan and determining planning applications. The 

Council’s overall Policy Framework includes the Local Development Plan and 

Development Plan Documents. It therefore accords with constitutional provision if the 

Planning Policy Committee recommends to Full Council the adoption of the Statement of 

Community Involvement. 
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10. Consultation  

10.1. A draft of the SCI was shared with the Local Plan Working Group and their 

feedback, where appropriate was incorporated and subject to six-week public 

consultation between 22 December 2021 and 2 February 2022. 

10.2. The District Council received 12 responses from a number of consultees including 

Waverley Borough Council, Natural England, National Highways, Transport for 

London and Southern Water as well as members of the public and parish/town 

councils. 

10.3. The Consultation Statement which includes a summary of the key matters raised, 

how they have been addressed and informed the adoption version of the SCI, is 

provided in Appendix 2.  

11. Communication 

11.1. Key statutory consultees and those registered with the Council in having an 

interest in Planning consultations will be notified of the adoption of the SCI in line 

with our statutory requirements. 

12. Appendices 

12.1. Appendix 1 – Revised Statement of Community Involvement 

Appendix 2 – Consultation Statement  

13. Background papers 

13.1. None 

 

Agreed and signed off by: 

 

Portfolio Holder: Angela Glass - 17 March 2022 

Director: Simon Jenkins – 17 March 2022 

Deputy Monitoring Officer: Alan Harrison  - 17 March 2022 

Section 151 Officer: Lydia Morrison – 22 March 2022 (Matthew Tiller signed on behalf) 
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Contact Officer  

Name:  Emma Hooper 

Job Title: Senior Policy Planner 

Telephone:  

E-mail: emma.hooper@easthants.gov.uk  


